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Jessie M. Roberson 
Acting Assistant Manager for 
Environmental Restoration 
DOE/RFFO 

PROPOSAL FOR EXPEDITING THE RECORD OF DECISION (ROD) PROCESS FOR ROCKY FIATS 
PLANT OPERABLE UNIT (OU) 15, INSIDE BUILDING CLOSURES - SGS-353-94 

The purpose of this correspondence is to propose a method by which OU 15 may be closed 
with a “No Action” ROD. EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc. (EG&G) recommends conducting a 
non-intrusive gamma survey and/or removing the paint from OU 15 Individual 
Hazardous Substance Sites (IHSSs) and conducting direct radiological surveys (i.e,, 
Closure Sampling) to determine if OU 15 IHSSs meet standards for release for 
unrestricted use. EG&G anticipates that most, if not all, of the OU 15 IHSSs will meet 
these standards and that a No Action ROD could then be used to close OU 15. In addition, 
provided that the regulatory agencies and the Department of Energy/Rocky Flats Field 
Office (DOE/RFFO) agree to a very aggressive schedule for review and comment on OU 15 
documents, a ROD for OU 15 may be adopted during 1995. 

Per the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) comments (May 4, 1994) on the 
Phase I RCRA [Resource Conservation and Recovery Act] Facility Investigation/Remedial 
Investigation (RFI/RI) Work Plan draft Field Sampling Plan Technical Memorandum 
(TM) 1 for OU 15, “Radiological sampling and survey data does not characterize the 
nature and extent of contamination that may be present underneath or imbedded in painted 
surfaces,” and “The data is therefore insufficient to address risk posed in a unrestricted 
industrial/ commercial use scenario nor does it allow us to verify achievement of 
standards.” EG&G recommends that OU 15 be closed with a No Action ROD using an 
unrestricted use scenario in conjunction with Closure Sampling, Unrestricted Use 
Criteria (already established), and risk evaluations similar to those presented within 
Final TM 1 if necessary. 

EG&G does not recommend that an Interim Measurellnterim Remedial Action (IMARA) 
be performed for a restricted use scenario, despite the fact that three of OU 15 buildings 
(Buildings 865, 883 and 447) are currently scheduled for economic development. EPA 
suggests within their comments on Draft TM 1 for OU 15 that an IM/IRA process be used 
as follows: “Sampling data is sufficient to evaluate the risk or dose rates to radiological 
workers in a radiological work setting” and “If radiological work continues, the controls 
in place to assure safety of radiological workers will need to be identified and approved as 
an IMARA.” 
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Closure Sampling recommended by EG&G is not within the scope of the Phase I RFI/RI 
Work Plan for OU 15 and must be authorized by DOE/RFFO. In addition, in order for a 
ROD to be adopted during 1995, DOE/RFFO must commit with the regulatory agencies to a 
very aggressive schedule for OU 15. 

Please respond with authorization for EG&G to conduct Closure Sampling and to pursue a 
No Action ROD for OU 15. If you have questions regarding this correspondence, please 
contact Dennis L. Schubbe at extension 8709. 

S. G. $tiger 
Associate General Manager 
Environmental Restoration Management 
EG&G Rocky Fiats, Inc. 
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